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THE defire of Eicelling 3 is, e be. 
one of the moſt natural 


tons of the human mind, "wi 
one that enters, with the greateſt eaſe, 
into the infinite variety of purſuits and 


employments in which men are engaged. 


Excellence is that which ſets men up to 
view, and which renders them objects of 
attention: And how powerful an influ- - 
ence this circumſtance .. hath upon the 
affairs of the world, muſt be known to all. 
Few are willing to live in an unknown ob- 
ſcurity ; and ſcarcely any employment of 
the like of man is ſo far removed from the 

4 inſpeftion 


l 


1 


inſpection of others, but that he Who fills 
it ch to dazzle the eyes of his few and 
_ obſcure obſervers with a ray of ſplendor 
eculiar to himfelf. Even the hermit, who 
ath ſworn a ſullen allegiance to retire- 
ment, finds ſome object of ambition in his 
unnatural ſolitude. Every man is prone to 


the ſociety 18 er delights in 
N 1. a 2ÞPrgb ion and pn rns the thought 

eing che contemptible of the 
2 


It is not therefore to be denied that this 
is an original part of the human conſtitu- 
tion: a principle which may indeed require 
much management; but which, Sr 
ought not to be rooted dt. 
Expetience, at the ſame time, ſhews that. 
no principle, when abuſed, has been pro- 
ductive of greater miſchiefs to the world, 
than that of which I ſpeak. Hente, gþ- 
vernment hath: degenerated into*tyranny ; 
power, into opprefſion'; donqueſt, int 
devaſtation; and even the love of {eines 0 
itſelf, into a lordly domination over the 
utiderſtandings of mankind:. Every man, 
who doth not ſubject this principle to the 
invariable direction of onè that is higher 
and more ſacred, lays the foundation of his 
imaginary excellence upon the extravagan- ö 
cies of” that>paſhon,' whatever it be, from 
the gratification of which, he expects o 
derive the: abet ; . The 
e covetous ; 


: c E "ts 
covetous deſire to excel in wealth; the 
ambitious, in power or honour; and the 
luxurious, in the variety and elegance of 
their entertainments. Hence 1 miſery 
to individuals: hence too general a FOR 
ſion in the affairs of men. A 
Nothing therefore can be of greater im- 
portance, either to the puplie or to indivi- 
duals, than that men ſhould ſeriouſly con- 
ſider in what they ought to excel, and to 
whoſe. approbation they ſhould. be moſt. 
anxious to recommend themſelves. Were 
this object kept in view by all, the world 
would abound in univerſa [ virtue, a and be. 
bleſſed with univerſal tran uility. Men 
aiming at things which are the juſt foun- 
dations of ſolid diſtinction, could have few 
occaſions of an interfering intereſt to create 
quarrels, and would in allibly riſe to an 
high excellence of, temper and character. 
The true honour of humanity reſts upon 
one common baſis, and the fabric muſt, BY - 
all, be reared out of the ſame. common 
materials.” Virtue, true goodneſs, holineſs 
of heart. and life, to be diſtin guiſhed for 
aequiring and promotin the e e 
of the underſtanding an thei improvements 
of the heart--theſe comprize the real objects 
of a landable ambition, and confitate the 
| foundation of laſting diſtinction. 8 24 
3 This is the doctrine of the Goſpe, with 
: NEE to all the employments and pro- 
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geflone of le: Seek firfl the kingdim of God : 
ul the Hghtevuſueſs therebf, ani all falle things, 

ſhall by added uuto you. And the general 
| repro oth 6f the world 18; that men are 
acts 10 receive Bohcur wie of anither, and 
Jeek not the Lenoir that comieth om | God only. | 
ff then the love of Excellence; which is 
common to All r nde and which enters 
info the nieaneft etniptoytnent. of. human. | 
life, onght thus to be rendered ſubſervient. 
10 che great pu ur poſes of Fes and religion, 5 
in general; what Are we 75 to 7 
EY the mania) agertic: 1 0 8 the wc] 
cl wh: à partict yay x 
5 4 620 Gofpel whoſe 4 a nels | 
pot Hot it 1s, t& rudy 105 gion, Fe 
10 > Kobe the intereſts. o Reine in the 
Wöfld? Were the Word, & God filent upon 75 
this heal, we could not help concluding - 
front the general Finciple. already. men- 
tibnied, that the a 1 in t is 
addreſfed, with x peculiar propriety ; and force, 
9 man & this order.---Study. to ſhew 
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2 . unto God, a workman that need-. 


UE 


to God, and a TED by bim. —— 


we revere as the meſſengęr of of. heayey : and 
her N and uncorrupted dictates are that 


dard of redtitude and goods 
ik Ai Al 9 5 God hatk ſet un 
in every human oſom, and conſecret 


to be the immediate mak; agg. 10 of life: 
e canhot neglect, therefore, to ſhew 
| ourſelves approved _ Gs. Wit 
tranſgreſſing the firſt law of our nature, - 
and offering violence to, the maſt e | 
principle o gur. ion. 
GAIN: We have received all Gf Po- 3 
ers of action and dent dane from, Almi 2 
3 ba own thn unt | 
tinuance of 1 and camper I 
ciſe them Sy PP: ang and. & peemnaſe 
hon 15 hig good | 
ore lie under 
both of . 
whateyer we 
concur. wit 
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with which our nature is. enriched, and N 
happy we cannot be, but by uſing thoſe ; 
very means, which God hath recommend. 
ed. This is a law as unchangeable as. the 7 
courſe of nature, and as laſting as the au- 
thority of God. While we ſtrictly conform 
to this rule we cannot miſs of the divine 
approbation, becauſe we concur with his 

irreverſible purpoſes; nor fail of happi- 
neſs, becauſe Omnipotence is on our fide; 
This is the voice of nature, the conclufioft . 
of reaſon, :and the venerable teſtimony of = 
univerſal experience. Every perſon there- 
fore, who retains the leaſt fenſe of duty to 
the Almighty Sovereign of the univerſe; 
or feels the ſmalleſt degree of gratitude to 
the unbounded ſource of all being, and to 
the univerſal benefactor of every living 
nature; muſt be convinced that he is 
baund, by the moſt ſolemn ties, to ſhew y 
himſelf approved unto God. 7 

BRSs IDR: Man's trueſt e lies 1 in A 
the obtaining of the divine approbation. 7 
Men may be impoſed on, and deceived: _ 
They may Either judge amiſs concerning 


the genuine principles and real nature f 


human worth: and fo crown that with, 
reputation which deſerves contempt : or, 
being miſled by an outſide ſhew of unſub- _ 
ſtantial goodneſs, they may pay that reſpe& 
to 'the ſhadow, which the ſubſtance only - 


has a right to claim. Tr; is therefore a ſmall - 


matter | 


L. 9 11 be: = : 
matter to be judged of man's judgment :- _ 
But God ſearcheth the heart: Being him 
ſelf the perfect ſtandard, he is likewiſe 
the unerring judge of whatever! is great, 
amiable, or excellent. To ſtand approved 
therefore in the judgment of Heaven, is 
to ſecure the infallible ſuffrage of ſupreme 
rectitude and univerſal perfection in favour 
of our worth. What can recommend us 
to the approbation of ſuch a Being, but 
that which is ſubſtantially good, and true- 
ly praiſe-worthy in its own nature? The 
more attention therefore we employ in 
preſſing towards the mark of perfection, 
the higher we advance in the ſcale of moral 
worth; the more cloſely we copy the pur 
and excellence of Almighty God REN 
the more certainly we may expect to ſhew 
ourſelves approved to him. 
In sHoRT : God is not only qualified by . 
his-ſupreme perfection to decide, with un- 
erring certainty, concerning what is good 
"and worthy ; but he has likewiſe aſſured 
us, partly by the intimations of nature, 
and in the cleareſt and moſt expreſs man- 
ner by the declarations of the Goſpel, that. 
he * appointed a day, in which he will 
udge the world in righteouſneſs, and ren- 
der to all men zern to the reſpective 
worth or demerit of their ſeveral charac- 
ters: For, God is no reſpe&er of perſons. .. 
Whativeyer a man ſoweth, that wee 
B e 
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alſo reap. He that ſoweth to the fleſh, 
ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; but he 
that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit 
reap life- everlaſting: and let us not be 
weary in well doing; for in due time we 
ſhall reap if we faint not. 

How remote ſoever we may think our- 
ſelves from the divine infpection at pre- 
ſent; we ſhall one day find that his eyes 
are on the ways of men, that he beboldeth all 
their goings, and that he will render to every 
man, with the ſtricteſt impartiality, accord- 
ing to bis works. And is it not a very ſolemn 
thought, that we ſhall all be preſented 
before the judgment ſeat of the eternal 
God? that our characters ſhall. be diſplayed 
in all their parts, and our actions expoſed 
to view with all their circumſtances? that 
ſupreme perfection, unſtained purity, and 
inflexible juſtice, ſhall decide upon our 
conduct? and that omnipotence itſelf 
ſhall execute the awful ſentence ? In this 
moſt ſolemn uncorrupted court, the arts 
of ſubterfuge and evafion, of palliation 
and diſguiſe, of chicane and.quibble, ſhall 
not dare to make their appearance; and 
even the eloquence of prayers, and tears, 
and ſtrong remorſe, fhall be employed in 
vain. It ſhall be proclaimed from the lofty. 
throne: of God, in a voice more awful than 
the loudeſt thunder: He that is unjuſt, let 
him be unjuſt till; and be that is SO: 
LECT | ID * | STE +: 1 0008 
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him be filthy fill; and be that is ri righteous, 
let bim be righteous ſtill; and he that is boly, 
let him be holy ſtill. This ſentence ſhall - 


irreverſible; and fix our fate for ever. Eter- 


nal honours ſhall be upon the head of the 


righteous; but the wicked ſhall -inherit 
everlaſting ſhame and confuſion of face. 
Infinitely then doth it concern us all, to 


uſe our utmoſt diligence to ſnew ourſelves 


approved unto God, the Almighty, up- 
right and moſt. impartial: judge, 


Theſe conſiderations inforcing the. advice 
in the text are common to the miniſters of 


the Goſpel, with all others. But as the 


advice is addreſſed with peculiar emphaſis 
to Timothy under the character of a teacher 


of religion; and of courſe, through him, 


to all others who fill the ſame ſtation and . 


exereiſe the fans employment: > 4 


Il. It may not therefore be improper, 


in the next place, to point out ſome 


circumſtances, which oblige the miniſters 
of the Goſpel, with additional force, to 


ſtudy to ſnew themſelves een unto 
God. 


The W of theſe that Arne the mind | 


is, that the very office of a chriſtian mini- 


ſter is derived immediately from the autho- 
rity and appointment 1 Almighty God. 
Every lawful employment in a well regu- 

lated ſtate may, indeed, be ſaid, in a certain 
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L 
ſenſe, to be of divine original: for God 
1s the - author of ſociety, and therefore, 
directly at leaſt, of every thing neceſſary 
to its ſupport and comfort. But the care 
of ſouls, and the preaching of the Goſpel, 
are, in the moſt direct manner, a peculiar 
and diſtinguiſhing appointment of that 
holy religion, with which Almighty God 
was pleaſed to bleſs and enlighten the 
world by Jeſus Chriſt. Human wiſdom 
and the” policy of ſtates had no hand in 
the original appointment: and though the 
office was ordained for the ſake of men, 
and the ordinary introduction into it muſt 
be by men; yet the perſon who is once 
clothed with this character ought to con- 
ſider himſelf as the immediate ſervant of 
the great Author of this ſacred order; 
and the ſervant of man, only from a ſenſe 
of duty and obedience to Jeſus Chriſt, from 
a ſincere regard to the cauſe of truth, and 
from a hearty concera for the eternal 
intereſt of his fellow creatures. His office 
bears ſo cloſe a relation to the appoint- 
ment of God, that to approve himſelf to 
the judgment of man, ought to be no part 
of bis firſt and leading aim. To uſe the 
words of Saint Paul upon another occa- 
ſion; he ſbould be obedient to his Lord and 
Maſter, with fear and trembling, in fingleneſs 
of peas; not With, h eye-ſerwio e, as a e e 8 
411 h | but 
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Jut as the ſervant of Chriſt,” doing the will of 
God from the heart. | 
In moſt of the employments: of 9 
ö life, he who. fills them in ſuch a manner, 
as to gain the approbation of them by 


whom he is employed, and who have a 


right to pronounce upon his conduct, 
may conclude that he hath done well, | 
and diſcharged» his duty with advantage 
to others, and with credit to himſelf. 
His duty is, to approve himſelf. to men. 
Not ſo the chriſtian miniſter. - He, indeed, 
is ordained for men: The utmoſt deſign 
of his effice and miniſtrations, is to extend 
the knowledge, to promote the virtue, and 
to increaſe the happineſs of the human 
race. Vet from the very nature of his 
office, eſpecially from its peculiar relation 
to the divine appointment, the bare 
approving of himſelf to mankind muſt 
appear to be an acquiſition, poor indeed. 
Men are not his maſter; nor may their 
opinions be any part of his guide in diſ- 
charging the important duties of his 
ſtation. Might men be governed in the 
exerciſe of this profeſſion by the preju- 
dices and ſentiments of a deluded world, 
thouſands. in this ſtation, who are now 
.moſt, juſtly branded with the darkeſt cha- 
racters of ambition, of avarice, and of 
groſs diſſimulation in the things of God, 
would have deſerved the high honour of 
. | canoni- | 
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canonization, which ſome of them have 
obtained upon the. polluted altars of a. 
degenerate church. But upon the aw 
principle, you muſt tear the laurels from 
the brows of that venerable hoſt, the 
army of Martyrs, and of all the great 
and good in every age and nation; who, 
rather than violate their. allegiance to 
their Sovereign Lord, or court the appro- 
dation of mankind by a mean compliance 
with the errours of the times, braved 
the reſentment of an enraged world, and 
boldly ſtood forth in defence of truth at 
the hazard of their lives, and, alas! too 
often with the loſs of every earthly thing 
that can adminiſter delight to the heart 
of man. To God alone, therefore, it is 
the chriſtian miniſter's great buſineſs to 
thew himſelf approved, in every duty of 
his office. In truth, every duty of his 
office, as it ariſeth merely out of the 
appointment of Almighty God, becomes 
an act of religion; and therefore, as far 
as the individual is concerned, as far as 
his moral character and final ſtate depend 
upon it, it is a tranſaction between God 
and himſelf only. This therefore is a 
conſideration of great weight, why men 
of this order ſhould be peculiarly ſtudi- 

ous to ſhew themſelves approven unto 
a. 4 
A e 8- 
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A' SECOND is, The greatneſs and impor- 
tance of the office itſelf. We are appointed 
* miniſters of Chriſt, + ſtewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God, 4 to divide aright the 
word 105 truth, and be overſeers of the flock 
of God which is among us; which we are 
bound to feed as much as in us heth, 
taking the over fight thereof, not by conſtraint. 
but — not for filthy Incre, bur f a 
ready mind; neither as being Lords over Gods 
beritage, but being enſamples to the flock. That 
fo when the chief erd 'fhall appear, r 
may receive. a crown of glory, that Fageth 
nol away.---Not to ſay that we are fully- 
commiſſioned to $ n and mu worth: all | 
authority. ; 
_ How ener ide nowy in its own ans. 
muſt that office be, Which the wiſdom 
of the Chriſtian inſtitution hath marked 
with characters of ſuch high ſignificance? 
and of what mighty moment, the end ” 
1s intended to ſerve? How folemnly imp. 
tant in themſelves, and how deeply enter | 
eſting to the world, are the various duties 
expreſſed, or implied, in the ſeveral paſſa- 
ges referred to above? The bare recital 
of them arreſts the foul in the moſt pro- 
found attention, and fills it with amaze- 
ment, that we ſhould have this treaſure in 
carthen Ve To be immedzate fervanits 5 
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of the adored Jeſus; to be ſtewards of 
the manifold grace of God ; to diſtribute” 
aright the word of truth among the heirs 
of immortality ; to feed the flock of Hea- 
ven; and to exhort mankind, and reprove 
their follies, with all authority, long-ſuf- 
fering and doctrine | Juſtly may we cry 


out in the language of the apoſtle; who if 
2 Neient for theſe things I. How awfully 


ſolemn 1s our undertaking?” Do we indeed" 


hold our ſtation, as it were, in common 


with the Angels of the divine preſence, 


who, in a like ſubjection to Jeſus Chriſt; f 


are ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe, whe" 
ſhall be heirs of Salvation ? Are our labours? 
to center in the ſame point with the exalted 


office of God's holy Spirit, in leading 
mankind to glory and to virtue? Have 


we embarked in the ſame amazing cauſe 

with the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory? 
Are we to be fellow-workers with Almighty 
God himſelf, the ſupreme, eternal, uncre- 


ated Mind, in his admirable ſcheme : 7 


unbounded mercy ? I dare boldly ſay that 
the proudeſt monarch of the greateſt em- 
pire in the world fills not a place of more 


importance, holds not a truſt of greater 


moment. He is bound to labour for pub- 
lick peace, and publick order. His duty 
1s, to provide for the preſent glory, and 
the preſent happineſs, of thoſe he governs. 
But his attention to the manners of his 


YT ns popes 
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people, the very hinge upon which their 
falvation turns, can extend no farther, 
(merely as a civil magiſtrate) than tlieſe 
ends require. Theſe things conſtitute the 
great deſign of Jus w $4 -etnployment ; 
and ſeldom doth he carry his views für- 
ther, or divert them into another chan 
nel, without commencing tyrant: His laws 
neither do nor can reach farther, than to 
the outwart conduct, and world. proſpe- 
tity of thoſe," Whom choice, or accident, 
wry made his ſubjects.-Rven. in this 
way, a good prince may do much for the 
Lugport of real virtue. 17 + 
But our object is entitely the foul; mad 


* the eternal world: and the everlaſting 


deſtruction of one immortal ſpirit is, an 
event of more woe, than the total over- 


throw of a thouſand empires. For what 


is time, and all the advantages. that ſkill 
and policy can croud into it, compared 
to the endleſs revolutions of the eternal 
world? What are the mot refined ſupports 
of human life ? the moſt luxurious grati- 
fications of "ſenſual appetite? the moſt 
flattering objects of ambition that this 
ſtate affords? What are they all, compar- 
ed to the improvements of a pure ſpirit; 
to the enjoyments, which addreſs them- | 
ſelves to the ſoul alone; or to that glory 
of the life to come, which , Fadeth not a 
* then are the intereſts which we 
x & ought 


[ 18 : 
ought to Promote : : theſe are the ends, 
at which we ought always to aim. Our 
buſineſs is, not to render mankind rich 
and powerful here on earth; but to endea- 
your to render them ſtrong in faith and 
rich towards God. Though the good and 
wiſe muſt be pleaſed with every improve- 
ment that is either uſeful: or ornamental 
to the publick ; ; yet we are to contrive, 
not how to improve ſociety with the fruits 
of commerce, the refinements of luxury | 
or the embelliſhments of art; but how 
ro enrich the ſoul with the ſtores of wil- 
dom, how to adorn the heart with the 
beauty of holineſs, and how to extend 
that trueſt luxury, the exalted and uncloy- 
ing pleaſure of a good heart and an 
approving conſcience. In a word, we are 
to be employed entirely about thoſe things, 
upon which the wiſdom, the virtue, and 
the eternal happineſs of mankind depend. 
Nothing ſurely can be more important 
than theſe great concerns: and hence the 
importance and intereſting nature of that 
office, which has them for Its proper and 
N object. ; 

Can any in then be more reaſonable, 
than that men to whom ſo great a truſt is 
committed, ſhould make conſcience of 
diſcharging it with proportionable zeal 
and diligence? Is not the very greatneſs 
of 28 * an equitable oy 

| 18 
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why God ſhould. require, that perſons, 
voluntarily engaging in it, ſhould be habi- 


* 


tually influenced by a ſerious ſenſe of its 


momentous nature? If thoſe, who are 


* 


concerned in tranfacting the ordinary 
buſineſs of this unimportant life, lie under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations to approve their 


conduct to the majeſty of Heaven; much 


more ſurely ought, we to feel the force 


infinitely. greater moment 1s, committed. 
In this the kind and tender affections of 


of the heart qught ſtrongly to co-operate 


| with-our integrity, . and ſenſe of duty. T 9 


overlook even the trifles that affect huma- | 
nity. 18 not free from blame; and to 
betray a truſt, however. inconſiderable, 


argues a ſoul of little worth, a heart void 


of that ſtern and inflexible integrity, which 
clothes human nature with the moſt 
honourable and manly grace. But to 


be indifferent to the ſubſtantial miſeries 


that diſtreſs the world, is the character 


of a ſoul ſteeled againſt compaſſion; and 
to betray a truſt, upon TED 
neſs of our fellow-creature depends, 
perhaps for life; is the part of a villain 
juſt ripe to be ignominiouſly cut off from 
the bleſſings of ſociety. What then are 
we to conclude of him, who is regardleſs 
of the eternal welfare of immortal ſpirits, 
and can dare to ſport with the maſt ſolemn 
| T 


the happi- 


— 


/ 


. 
truſt that ever was committed to any mor- 
tal? The good Samaritan conſidered the 
maimed body of -a fellow-man, the citi- 
zen of an Wolle nation) as the object of 
his tendernefs: büt the- ſavage monſter 
of whom ſpeak, is regardleſs of the 
eternal welfure of the tender lamb of Hs 
own fleck, the endeared child of his own 
family! Be aſtonifhed;+ Oe heavens; = 
this, be ye terribly afraid! 

A THIRD conſſderation to n 
purpoſe, atfſeth out 6f that Which I have 
now mentioned. In proportion to | the 
greatneſs and img ance” of the office, 
ſhal} be the reward of thoſe Who have - 
diſchar ed it with care. If he that is 
faithful Over a few. things meets his maſ- 
ter's approbatior, and ts peine ruler 
over many 3 furely he who diſcovers the 
ſame mtegrity and zeal in conducting a 
greater charge, hath all the reaſon in the 
world to look for à higher Promotion, | 
and to expect that he ſhall receive a greater 
and more honourable reward. Hence we 
are'told that they who, are wife ſhall ſhine 
as the b rightnefs of the firmament, and 
they that turn i to ri gzhteoufneſs (che 
ſole object of a” mini Thy fabour) as the 
ſtars for ever and ever.” Hence our Lord 
affures His Holy Ar les, who were to be 
diſtinguiſmediy inſtrumetital in turning the 

world to We oth and an 'that' in 


his 


\ 


5 
his Ming len they ſhould fit. on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Iſrael: By the: uſe of this figure, leading 
them to hope that if they acted worthy 
of their hk. Apoſtolate, the ſhould in 
the end arrive at. ori greateſt. ee and 
moſt exalted rank in the kingdom of 7 
the judging, or government, of a ſingl 
tribe being the higheſt ſtation that was 
compatible with the pure, oxiginal prin- 
ciples of the Jemiſh ropublick. And muſt 
we. not conceive that the puniſhment f 
neglect is grievqus, in the very ſame 
proportion, in Er reward. f faith- 
fulneſs is great? Dreadful. muſt his con- 
demnation be, Who is baniſhed from the 
preſence of the Lord, for this cauſe, that 
he hath been an unfaithful ſteward of the 
manifold grace of . God! Horrible muſt 
his ruin be, who is therefore deſtroyed, 
becauſe God ſet: him upon the watch- 
tower, and he ſaw the enemy at hand, and 
and gave no warning of his ap preacn! 
ah muſt fall himſelf, it is true, and be come 
a part of the common ruin: but alas 
his unfaithfulneſs hath drawn after it the 
fall, perhaps, of thouſands. At At whoſe 
hand, then, will Gad require the blood of 
thoſe who are thus taken by ſurprize, and 
cut off unawares ? at the hand, e 
of ahora}, watchman.,. Se 
e ee e eee en Take 
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| Take heed, (faith _ the. Apoſtle Pail to. 
his beloved 7 mot hy) take heed unto thy- 
ſelf,” and to thy doctrine; continue in 
them: for in doing this thou ſhalt both 
fave thyſelf, and them that hear thee, 
Thou - Patt both ſave thyſelf, and them: that 
tear thee ! How great a merit! how worthy . 
an object of the moſt towering ambition; 
How tranſportingly delightful, to a good 
mind is the glorious ' proſpect, thats: by 
beedfulneſs and perſeverance, the Chriſtian 
miniſter ſhall not only ſave himſelf, but 
Hkewiſe tloſe that hear him! How deeply 
intereſting is this thought; that the holy 
Seriptures ſeem to repreſent us as ſharing 
in all the worth and wiſdom, which our 
induſtry is the means of promoting, and 
as participating in the bleſſedneſs and 
honours of all thoſe, who, through our 
miniſtrations and labour of: love, have 
been ſeriouſly engaged in the practice of 
religion? Thus the Apoſtle Paul to the 
Ti heſſalonians : For what is our hope, or 
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not 
« even ye, in the preſence of our Lord 
| « Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming 2. for ye are 
„ our glory and our joy.” And what 
ſhall be the dread, the anguiſh, and eternal 
diſgrace of the unfaithful paſtor? The 
hated ſight and bitter execrations of thoſe, 
whom his diſhoneſty, neglect, or ill exam- 
ple hath been the means of involving in 


Perdition * 


MK © 
perdition How deep à ſharer is he in 
their guilt how deeply therefore mult he 
ſhare in all the horrors that await the 
crimes which they have committed through 
his fault ?---Is not this then a motive of 
the moſt ſolemn import, ariſing out of 
the nature of our office, to excite 
ſtudy with the utmoſt care _ ew 
ſelves approved: unto. God? 


III. Inſtead of Seng more . your 
time in explaining the peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhing obligations, which lie upon the 
teachers of religion, to diſcharge. their 
duty with a particular regard. to the 
ma jeſty of Heaven; I ſhall now beg leave 
to faggelt farther, That the text ſents 
to ſignify, that men in this office ought 
not to ſatisfy themſelves with the bare 
conſolation that they may ſtand approved. 
They are not only to approve themſelves; 
but they are to approve themſelves ſo, as 
workmen that need not to be aſbamed. "They 
ought not only to endeavour to diſcharge 
their duty, but to diſcharge it with repu- 
tation. They ought to be honeſt and irre- 

oachable in their ſtation: they ought to 
bes more; they ſhould ſtudy to excel in it. 
They ſhould endeavour to acquit them- 
_ ſelves in ſuch a manner, that the weakneſs 
of humanity being charitably allowed for, 

_ gy have. no diſgrace from the place 
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they fi in the kingdom of Jeſus: Chriſt 


Their behaviour ſhould be fo ordered, as 
to reflect honour upon their exalted:maſtet 
and his moſt honourable ſervice. This 
ſeems to be the meaning of the text. 
ſhall therefore proceed to confider how 4 
teacher of the Goſpel may approve him- 


ſelf. to God in ſuch a manger,” hang he | 


ſhall not need to be aſhamed. 


Now, to judge aright of this. part 5 
the ſubject, which is indeed moſt intereſt- 
ing to us all, our beſt method will be 
to borrow our ideas from the clauſe with 


which the text concludes: viz ; r1ghtly 


dividing the word of truth; To divide aright 


the word of truth, is that important, 


comprehenſive duty, in the faithful diſ. 
charge of which, the great excellence of | 


the Chriftian miniſtry conſiſts.. 


The word of truth;-it is {df-ovident;cis | 
deſigned to expreſs the doctrines taught, 
and the Duties enjoined, by the Chriſtian 

religion 3 and to divide this aright muſt, 
as evidently, ſignify the wiſe, rational and 


conſcientious preaching of the Goſpel. 
Hence it is plain that the book of God. 
is the great ſubject of the preacher's. ſtudy. 


* 


As this comptizes the important knowW- 


ledge, which his duty binds him to com- 


municate; he cannet be a teacher above 


contempt, without poſſeſſing a competent 


e hats of it — It contains th 


treafures 30 


EY 


treaſures of divine knowledge, which are 
able to make x men iſe_ Unto. ſalvation : : 
this: therefore he. is to underſtand and 
e Now, it is a, maxim of undoubt-" 


Sx 4p » 


to be able, as it were with intuitive foes: 
and quickneſs, to comprehend the princi- 
ples out of which they ariſe, the conſe- 
quences which they imply, and the diffe- 
rent truths from which they receive evi- 
dence, and to which they give it. 7585 
The various erudition, then, Which i is 
requiſite to this juſt. and comprehenſive 
underſtanding wh the holy Scriptures, 
every judge of ſcience and of the prin- 
ciples of criticiſm, may eaſily conceive. 
---Every divine revelation depends entire- 
ly for its evidence, and in ſome meaſure 
for its meaning too, upon previous prin- 

ciples of knowledge, and previous con- 
victions concerning the evidence of truth. 
For after all that ever hath been, or 
that ever can be revealed to us, in our 
| preſent ſtate; we never can believe that 
8 D 1 
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to be true, which contradicts the origi- 
nal convictions of the underſtanding, or 
which overturns the concluſions... that 
evidently ariſe out of them. ' Theſe we 
can never ſacrifice, without ſacr ificing 
along with them every principle of belief, 


and tearing up the very foundations upon 


which all knowledge, human and divine, 


is built. That therefore which ariſeth 


our of the original ſources of belief 
which God hath given us; the conclu- 
ſions which are clearly ſupported by the 
teſtimony of experience, by the feelings 


of the heart, by the works of God, or 


by the ways' of Providence, ought to be 


. revered as the hallowed voice of nature, 


as the unerring dictates of a ſacred guide. 
Thele feeds of knowledge. ſhould there- 
fore be. cheriſhed by the _ moſt liberal 


culture, and the fruit preſerved with the 
gr greareſt care. 


Again: The word of God itfelf contains 


in the cleareſt and moſt expreſs manner 


ſome general principles With regard to 


the nature and perfections of Almig ghty 
God, the ways of his providence, and the 


motives by which he ! 1s influenced in his 


treatment of mankind and his deſigns 


of mercy towards them. Theſe outlines 


therefore of the iyftem of revelation ſhould 
be ſtudied with the Er eateſt diligence, and | 
when once they are under ood, ſhould. be 


th laid 


l 

laid down as certain and invariable rules 
of interpretation. They ſhould be employ- 
ed to lead us to the true meaning of fuch 
things as ſeem obſcure and intricate, and 
obſcure paſſages ought never to be intro- 
duced to perplex their meaning. This 
rule we follow in the interpretation of 
every other writitig which is ſuppoſed to 
be conſiſtent with itſelf: common ſenſe 
therefore pronòuncethi that it ought to 
be moſt religiouſſy obſerved here. In truth 
it would be extremely ſtrange if, in a 
book deſigned for the common uſe of all 
mankind, there were not ſome general 
principles, ſome leading ſcheme, © ſome 
clear declarations, which might ſerve as 
a maſter-key tö o _ the way into the 
more intriesle receſſes, and give the world 
an opportunity of judging of thoſe things, 
at leaſt, which are moſt important. In 
this way, it is not to be doubted, that 
the chriſtian divine may arrive at a con- 
ſiderable knowledge of the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs: and the things mentioned in 
this and the foregoing article, appear to 
me to be the- firſt objects of a preacher's 
ſtudy. Here his Nene ought to begin: 
in this track he ought frequently to 
Walk. | 
But the accompliſhed expounder of the 
word of God has a wide field of inveſti- 
gation ſtill before him. Let him WO 
| the 


1 by 28 H | 
the diſtance of time at which the ſeyeral 
ſacred books were written; the different. 
languages in which they.appear ; the PBnt. 
ciples they contain; the events they. record ; 
the cuſtoms. to. which they refer; the. 
prevailing opinions which modify ſpeech 
in different ages and in diſtant countries; 
the influence of government upon the 
manners of a people; the flux of language, 
and how all things are toſſed in the tide 
of time, and expoſed to danger in its 
perpetual agitation: Let him conſider theſe 
things, and he, will cafily. perceive how | 
deeply. he ought. to engage in reſearches. 
into antiquity; of what languages he ſhould 
ſtudy. to be maſter ; what an acquaintance 
with hiſtory, both ſacred. and profane, he 
ſhould. endeavour to poſleſs ; how. labo- 
riouſly he ſhould. TEE the various 
modes of ancient ſcience, and of ancient 
life; with what zeal and diligence he ſhould 
cultivate the principles of ſolid knowledge; 
and ſtrive to penetrate the / ſources . of 
juſt and liberal criticiſm,---if he would 
arrive at a,maſterly command of that true 
wiſdom. which the ſcriptures contain, , and 
be able to diſengage it from thoſe c 
ties · and miſrepreſentations, in which igno- 
rance and errour have involved it. He 
muſt perceive, too how requiſite it is to 
hene to 80 les mind e wel | 
EN 567 17, $0034. 160 254308 
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en 0 and Ape by the noble princi- 6 
ples of human ſcience. * 
The narrow thoughts of puny Theo- 7 
logians have too long been matter of 
reproach in the world of letters. What 
then would relieve us from ſo baſe an 
imputation? The anſwer is; engage in 
theſe ſtudies with unſhaken firmneis; bring 
with you a mind animated with the love 
of knowledge; and with zeal for truth. 
Exalt your ſpirit above the prejudice of 
party, above the authority of great names, 
above the feeble breath of popular ap- 
plauſe and a low regard to worldly inte- 
reſts. Let this conviction be deeply rooted 
in your heart, that one is your maſter, 
even, Jeſus Chriſt; and that all men, and all 
ſects of men, are but brethren : brethren, 
who ſhould: be united in affe&tion, but 
have no claim to exerciſe authority one 
over another. And farther, if the ſanction 
of this place may embolden me to adviſe, 
: would take the liberty of recommend- 
ing to every ſtudent of divine things, 
that he ſhould carefully ſettle in his own 
mind, THE NATURE AND DEGREE..OP EVI- 
DENCE WHICH THE VARIOUS OBJECTS. OF 
HIS STUDY SEVERALLY ADMIT OF, AND 
THE KIND OF PROOF WHICH SHOULD SATIS- 
FY THE UNDERSTANDING IN EACH. To 
expect, for inſtance, that kind of evidence, 
or degree of proof, in the ' reſearches of 
criticiſm, 
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efiticiſm, which agrees only to the nature 
of mathematical reafoning, is to lay your 
4 wider an inevitable neceſſity of reject- 
truth. In this purſuit every perſon 
Is x. *h be guided by the ordinary principles 
of common fenſe, and: muſt derive his 
concluſions from his own ſtores-: for 1 
know not where elſe he ſhould go to meet 
with any conſiderable aſſiſtance. Let. him 
be aſſüred, he will find his reward in 
this moſt” tiſeful, though much neglect- 
- labour. He will ſoon difcover; that 
branch of learning has a logiek pecu- 
Ent to itfelf. He will perceive, that to the 
neglect of this very thing, the generality 
of readers owe that feebleneſs and fluctu! 
ation of mind, which expoſe them to be 
of the fame opinion with any ingenious, 
or even plauſfible, author, whoſe works 
they laft peruſed. To this we are indebted 
for the number of thoſe, who are ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Bigotry, pride, 
prejudice, any thing,” may produce an 
obſtinate Perfeverance in the ſame opini- 
ons: but without an attention to this 
point, nothing can produce the inflexible 
firmneſs of rational conviction; nothin 
can render the inind truly maſter of itſelf 
or truly maſter of any thing that e comes 
under is Exarmmation. a K i 
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et it 1 obſerved, however, that: this 
extent of knowledge, this manlineſs of 
thought, this variety of learning, are not 
to be expected from almoſt any perſon, at - 
his entrance into holy orders. No: they 
are to be acquired by flow degrees, and 
will employ a life-time. But every man, 
who would ſhew himſelf a workman that 
needeth not to be aſhamed, . will ſurely 


aim at excellence by all the means that oy 


God hath given him. He will do it for 
his own honour; for the honour of his 
maſter.; for the has jour of the: Chriſtian 
Cauſe ; and for the honour of everlaſting 
truth and righteouſneſs. Another circum- 
ſtance, too, might ſerve to excite US to 
diligence. and application, in this enligh- 
tened age: I mean, our own perſonal inte- 
reſt, and the intereſt and reputation of 
the cauſe of liberty, in which we have 
embarked, as proteſtant diſſenters. Both 
of theſe depend, not a little, upon our 
abilities, and « our character por N * 

learning. 1 | 
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IV. The crown of victory 18 not. to 
be obtained by the beſt preparation for 
engaging in the conteſt. Freſh , labours 
{till appear, and our young champion muſt 
boldly ſtruggle with, farther «difficulties. 
e him now to e the. we 


1 . 
| of truth ; his next buſineſs is to divide 
Wt aright. Ys q 
His firſt wiſdom here, will eonfiſt in 
a juſt felection of thoſe things, which are 
of real moment to the cauſe of virtue, 
and to the ſouls of men. Not every intri- 
cacy of ſcience; not every circumſtance 
of a minute criticiſm; not every change 
of ever-changing ſyſtem, is either worthy, 
of the attention; level to the underſtand- 
ing, or connected with the intereſt, of the 
great body of the chriſtian people. Let 
our preacher, therefore, ever remember 
the great deſign of his holy vocation. 
He is called to extend the knowledge of 
uſeful truth, as the great expedient for 
promoting the practice of ſolid goodneſs. 
Thoſe things therefore which are, calcu- 
lated to reach the heart and to influence 
the conduct; to lead us to the love and 
Practice of our duty; to raiſe our affections 
to heaven, and to fill us with joy and 


comfort in believing, are the great objects 


which ought chiefly to employ our own. 
meditations, and to fill the ears, and 
warm the hearts, of thoſe. who. hear US. 
We fhould ſhun all prefane and vain 
bablings; (as it followeth after the text) 
for they will increaſe unto more ungod- 
lineſs, and their word will eat, as Toth a 
canker. Fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, 
we are alſo commanded to avoid, age: | 

that 
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that they gender ſtrife; and the ſervant 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be ys: 28 
unto. all men. $ | 
But, in the next place; . > 1 man 

is once ſatisfied in his own conſcience 
about thoſe things which are really ſubſer- 
vient to the cauſe of God and the inte- 
reſt of religion; he ought to lay them 
before the world with the greateſt plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity, with the moſt unſna- 
ken boldneſs and fortitude. The love f 
truth, above all things; above reputation, 7 
above riches, above life itſelf, ſhould ever 

be the guide of thoſe that ſerve at 
who is the way, the truth and the life. 

mean compliance with the prevailing pre 105 5 

dices and errours' of the times, however 
ſupported by publick authority, or ſancti- 
fied by the reverence of- the multitude, | 
is a ſhameful - ſacrifice of truth, and a 

baſe deſertion of the Lord that bought us. 

In all ſuch caſes, a man ſhould be able to i 
aſſert, in the face of day, that he had decla. 
ed the whole counſel of God, and kept nothing "JI 
back. Thus he ſhall be free: from the blood - 

of all nen. But to trim, and turn, and 

yield to every blaſt of popular caprice, is 

a ſhameful deſertion of the glorious poſt | 
aſſigned. us by God, as guardians of truth, „ 

and miniſters of righteonſneſs. 

Again: Laborks e and application | 

ou r ever to A that miniſter, 
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* would wiſh to divide the word of 
truth in ſuch a manner, that he ſhould 
not need to be aſhamed. In this, ſure 
I am, I have the ſuffrage of the ableſt and 
moſt experienced preachers ; ; and the wiſeſt 
of the people cannot fail to be of the 
ſame mind. Superficial preparation is 
the certain ſource of flimſy, unſubſtantial 
preaching : It argues a mind no way im», 
preſſed with a becoming ſenſe of the great 
importance of our ſacred function. He 
who ſeriouſly conſiders, as in the dread 
_ preſence of Almighty God, that he is to 
act as the ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and m his name to beſeech mankind to 
be reconciled unto God, will not ſurely 
indulge to indolence in the execution of 
ſo great a truſt, or habitually talk at 
random. Let him reflect, alſo, that he 
is bound to ſtudy the intereſt of religion 
in the midſt of a perverſe generation of- 
giddy, thoughtleſs, inattentive men; to 
render the moſt. ſublime truths level to 
their unimproved underſtandings, and 10 
bring the moſt difficult and irkſome duties 
donde to their callous hearts, and to con- 
ſciences, alas! too generally defiled. How | 
then ought he to labour in the ſtudy. of 
human nature, and of the various arts by 
which their attention may be ained, and 
their affections touched ? Should his heart - 
ever be warmed with ſincere zeal for af 

cauſe 
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cauſe of virtue and a becoming .concern 
for the ſalvation of his flock ; there? are 
three things which he witl carefully ; avoid: 
the unmeanin loofeneſs of a wanering 
declamation; 5 trim neatneſs of a phi- 
loſophick eſfay, and the uſeleſs. beauty of 
a modern ſentimental bauble. He will find. 
that Chriſtian duty is beſt inforced by the 
weight, and influence, and authority of the 
_ Chriſtian doctrines themfelves; which, in 
their native and unadorned ſimplicity, rouſt | 
the affections of the heart, and fill the 
graſp of the moſt enlarged underſtanding. | 
| Nay, even in the ſubordinate parts of a 
diſcourſe, experience will teach Fi, if he 
be patient to obſerve, that the minuteneſs . 
of ornament toucheth not the multitude 
at all: that it is the greatneſs, the folem- 
nity and ſeriouſneſs, not the poliſn or 
refinement, of the things that we deliver, 
which have any real influence en the 
manners of the people. 

But our labours ought not to be confin- | 
ed to the pulpit. We are to be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon : that is ; we are 
to take every prudent occaſion of giving 
wholeſome inſtruction, whether it be offer- - 
ed in the ſtated ſeaſons of our publick 
devotion, or by the nature of our more 
private intercourſe with the ſeveral mem- 
"Wore" of our reſpective flocks. 7 
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for labour and induſtry. But above all, 
let every preacher be able to affirm MS 
David: neither will J offer, unto the. Lard 
my God of that. which coſt me nothing. I freak 
unto wiſe men ; judge ye what I tay. 


*. 
* 


In CONCLUSION : Let it ever be remem- 0 
bered, that the moſt ſacred part of our 
character is that of being examples to the 


flock. If impiety ; if covetouſnels ; if pride 


and lordlineſs of temper ; if luxury or 
luſt, mark our characters; the eloquence 
of -an Angel, and the knowledge of the” 
moſt enlarged underſtanding, would not 
be ſufficient to recommend us to man- 


kind; and muſt, therefore, fall infinitely 


ſhort. of ſhewing us approved unto Goo. 
rove our- 
ureneſs,, 
Aae, I 
by the Holy Ghoft, by love unfeigned, by tbe 
| word. of n by the power of - God, and by 7 
the armour- of. en on the. 8 . 7 


Let us therefore ſtudy to ap 
ſelves as the miniſters of Cbriſt, 
knowledge, by long ſilfering, 
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All theſe things are ay denied 1% 
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